
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
 October is here! Children are already 
thinking about Halloween costumes and ñtrick 
or treat.ò Each year, I look forward to all the 
delights of autumn in New England- crispy 
apples, beautiful foliage, football and fairs. 
This year we have our own Holiday Fair on 
Nov. 21 to look forward to as well. As a 
church, we also look forward to two important 
church festivals: 
 
Reformation Day October 31 (Reformation 
Sunday is celebrated October 25) 
 
 Lutheran Christians, beginning near 
the end of the 17

th
 century, have celebrated a 

festival commemorating Martin Lutherôs post-
ing of the 95 Theses. This summary of the 
abuses in the church of his time was meant 
to stimulate a theological debate among aca-
demics. Instead, it turned out to be the major 
catalyst of what we now refer to as the Refor-
mation.  
 
 Since the 1999 signing of the Joint 
Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification, 
Roman Catholic and Lutheran Christians are 
officially in fundamental agreement over the 
central issue that was at the heart of the 
Reformation, i.e. the good news that we are 
justified by grace through faith. Reformation 
Day is celebrated most appropriately not as a 
Lutheran victory, but as a reminder that the 
church always stands need of reformation.  
 
 Lutherôs hymn ñA Might Fortressò is 
traditionally sung on Reformation Sunday. 

Hymnody is an important part of our Luther-
an tradition, and it is appropriate that we 
commemorate the German hymn writers 
Philipp Nicolai, Johan Heermann and Paul 
Gerhardt on this day as well. 
 
All Saints Day November 1  
 
 The custom of celebrating all the 
saints of the church on a single day dates 
back to the 3

rd
 century. At Bethany, we re-

member the members of our congregation 
and others who have died during the past 
year.  This year we will also gather in the 
Memorial Garden to ask God's blessing on 
the names added to our Memorial Plaque 
and on the statue given to our congregation 
by Vicar John Ansel. 
 
 We, like the church, are all ñworks in 
progress.ò Remembering our baptism, we 
daily die to sin and rise to new life in Christ. 
This daily ñdying and risingò is Godôs ongo-
ing project of ñre-formingò us.  God, through 
the power of the Holy Spirit, ñcalls, gathers, 
enlightens and makes holy the whole Chris-
tian church on earth and keeps it with Je-
sus Christ in the one common, true 
faith.ò (from Lutherôs Small Catechism, ex-
planation to the 3

rd
 article of the Apostlesô 

Creed.) 
 
 Thanks be to God for the simple 
pleasures of autumn, for the community of 
faith which is our congregation and for 
Godôs ongoing presence and work among 
us. Let the ñreformationò continue! 
 
In Christ, 

The Bethany  Messenger  
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Empty Spaces Indicate that Volunteers are NeededðPlease see the sign up sheets  

VOLUNTEERS:   These assignments are arbitrari-
ly made based on past willingness to serve.  If you 
find that you cannot serve on a Sunday when you 
have been scheduled, please try to find a replace-
ment.  Also, it is important that you call Robin in 
the office (860-635-4618) by Thursday,  when  oth-
er arrangements have been made, so the changes 
can be put into the Sunday bulletin.   

The 2015 Coffee , Flower , & 
Nursery Sign -up Sheets  are 
available on the revolving 

kiosk in the nar-
thex.  Please take a look at 
the sign -up sheets to see if 
there is a convenient date 
for  you to sign -up for.   

 

Volunteers for November 1st  
 

Assisting Minister:    
 8:00 a.m. ð Mike Balinskas  
 10:30 a.m. ð Jerry Griscom  
             

Altar Guild:   Evelyn Anderson  
         

Ushers:      Glen Johnson & Jim Sullivan  
            

Altar  Flowers:    Krampitz Family  
 

Coffee Hour:    

 

Nursery:  

 
 

Counters:   Carol Frago & 
        Jim Sullivan       

BLOOD PRESSURES 
 

Will be taken between the  
8:00 and 10:30 services 

on Sunday, Occtober 18, 2015 

Assisting  

Minister:   
8:00 a.m. ð Liz Friedmann  
10:30 a.m. ð Linda Carlson  

Altar 

Guild:     
Deb Gustafson  

Ushers: 
Bruce Gustafson, John Trousdale,  
  Clark McAdams, Mark Zawadzki  

Coffee 

Hour:  
10/4  

8ð Krampitz Family  
10:30 ð 

 10/11  
8ð 
10:30 ð 

 10/18  
8ð 
10:30 ð R & B Friedmann  

 10/25  
8ð 
10:30 ð Richheimer Family  

Nursery:  10/4   

 10/11   

 10/18   

 10/25   

Altar  

Flowers:  
10/4  Peter & Florence Alison  

 10/11  Melluzzo Family  

 10/18  Lisa Keithan  

 10/25  Virginia Korz  

Counters: Russell Smith & Elaine Jarvis  
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   Statistically 
         Speaking... 
Attendance...  
              2014            2015 

       The  
November  

 

Messenger  
Deadline is:      

October 15th  

Is Your Pledge Up to Date 

 

Pledge activity thru September 30, 2015 ð 
 

Pledges needed over first 39 Sundays to 
reach our Budget:  $125,929 

 

Received over the first 39 Sundays: 
Pledges :  $121,308 

 

Deficit:  $4,621 

 8 am / 10:30 am 8 am / 10:30 am 

Sept. 6 65 95 

Sept. 13 30 / 108 23 / 115 

Sept. 20 ð / 69 30 / 81 

Sept. 27 40 / 61 28 / 99 
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