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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
 During the month of May we contin-
ue to celebrate the 50 days of the Easter 
season. The gospel lessons read on Sun-
days this month include both an appear-
ance of the risen Christ to disciples who 
have left Jerusalem in fear and disappoint-
ment, as well as accounts of Jesusô final 
words to his disciples on the night of his ar-
rest. This chronology may be confusing to 
some; one week Jesus is risen and the next 
Jesus is about to be crucified. We wonder, 
"Where will Jesus be this week?" Perhaps 
the wisdom of the lectionary is to raise that 
very question. 
  
 The risen Christ, according to scrip-
ture, is present in absence. He walks with 
those disciples on the road to Emmaus, yet 
they only recognize his presence in retro-
spect. He is revealed to them in the break-
ing of the bread, yet they moment their 
eyes are opened he vanishes from sight. 
The risen Christ is present, yet absence is 
part of that presence. It is an ongoing pres-
ence that will be by the gift of the Holy Spir-
it, whose arrival paradoxically depends on 
the departure (ascension) of Jesus. 
So, sisters and brothers, where will Jesus 
be for us this month? Perhaps, it will turn 
out that we will discover the presence of 
Christ in the times and places where at first 
we first experienced only his absence. Per-
haps the eyes of faith work best in hind-

sight, as we look back and realize that 
Christ has been there all along. Perhaps it 
is also the case that we must rely on others 
in our faith community, with whom we 
break bread at our Lordôs Table, to experi-
ence the presence of Christ among us 
even now. Perhaps we simply need to hear 
again and again, along with our fellow be-
lievers, the risen Christôs promise that he is 
going on ahead of us and will meet us 
wherever we go. 
 
 I pray that we will see Jesus at work 
in and through us, in our moments of fear 
and doubt, in our time of joy and in our 
time of deepest need. May we continue to 
be a community that makes the presence 
of Christ known in all we say and do.  
 
In Christ, 
 
 
 

The Bethany  Messenger  

ELCA Malaria Campaign:  Great job and 
thank you!!!  Bethany Lutheran Church and 
Preschool raised $2000 toward the ELCAôs 
2015 $15 million 
goal.  Global ef-
forts to fight malar-
ia save more than 
700 lives each 
day.  The Social 
Ministry committee 
thanks all who do-
nated quickly and 
generously to this 
campaign.   
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Empty Spaces Indicate that Volunteers are NeededðPlease see the sign up sheets  

VOLUNTEERS:   These assignments are arbitrari-
ly made based on past willingness to serve.  If you 

find that you cannot serve on a Sunday when you 

have been scheduled, please try to find a replace-

ment.  Also, it is important that you call Robin in 

the office (860-635-4618) by Thursday,  when  oth-

er arrangements have been made, so the changes 

can be put into the Sunday bulletin.   

The 2014 Coffee , Flower , 
& Greeter Sign -up Sheets  
are available on the re-
volving kiosk in the nar-
thex.  Please take a look 

at the sign -up sheets to 
see if there is a conven-
ient date for  you to sign -
up for.   

 

Volunteers for June 1st  
 

Assisting Minister/Lector:   
8:00 ð Ellen Arendt  
10:30 ð Liz Friedmann &  
          Joshua Sullivan  
   

Altar Guild:    

 

Ushers:   Charlie Frago,  
 Joe Courchaine, Bob Veillette  
     

Acolyte:    8ð  
    10:30 ð  
   

Greeters:  8ð  
    10:30 ð  
   

Altar  Flowers:    Courchaine Family  
 

Coffee Hour:    
 

Counters:   Mike Balinskas &  
       Terri Clark  

Assisting  

Minister /  

Lector:     

8:00 a.m.ñ  Deb Gustafson 

10:30 a.m.ñClark McAdams 

                                 & Joshua Sullivan 

Altar 

Guild:     
NEED A VOLUNTEER 

Ushers: 
Pete Alison, Jr., Scott Friedmann, 

        John Herrewyn 

Acolytes:     4 
8ð  

10:30ð  

 11 
8ð Gina Painchaud / Kira Bradley 

10:30ð  

 18 
8ñ  

10:30ñ  

 25 
8ð  

10:30ð  

Greeters:  4 
8ñJack Reisch 

10:30ñ 

 11 
8ñJack Reisch 

10:30ñ Terri Clark 

 18 
8ñ 

10:30ñ Mike & Nancy Balinskas 

 25 
8 - 

10:30ñ 

Coffee 

Hour:  
4 Krisie & Liz Friedmann 

 11 
8ñSteve & Evelyn Anderson 

10:30ñ 

 18  

 25  

Altar  

Flowers:  
4 Balinskas Family 

 11  

 18 Bob Veillette 

 25 Jean Keithan 

Counters: Terri Clark & Ann Naughton 
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   Statistically 

         Speaking... 

Attendance...  

              2013             2014 

       The  
June  

 

Messenger  
Deadline is:  

 

        May 15th  

Is Your Pledge Up to Date 

 
Pledge activity thru April 30, 2014 ð 

 

Pledges needed over first 17 Sundays to 
reach our Budget:  $57,743 

 

Received over the first  17 Sundays: 
Pledges :  $52,823 

 

Deficit:  $4,920 

 8 am / 10:30 am 8 am / 10:30 am 

April 6 36 / 88 38 / 94 

April 13 
(Palm Sun.) 

36 / 75 
(Reg. Sun.) 

38 / 98 

April 17 
(Maundy Th) 

 29 

April 18 
(Good Fri) 

 36 

April 20 
(Easter) 

26 / 49 
(Reg. Sun.) 

38 / 148 

April 27 
43 / 98 

(Reg. Sun.) 
38 / 63 

Each Wednesday Lenten noon Service, 20ð23 

St. Vincent DePaul Place  
Sunday Dinner  

 
May 18, 2014 

 
Bethany Lutheran Church partici-
pates in the Soup Kitchen Program 
at the St. Vincent DePaul Place in 
Middletown, CT twice a year by 
providing a hot Sunday dinner. You 
can support this ministry in 3 ways: 
 

FOOD & PAPER PRODUCTS: 
Supplementary meal items are 
needed such as dinner rolls, salad, 
fruit, desserts, plates, cups, uten-
sils and napkins.  The sign-up 
sheet is in the narthex. 

 
TIME:  8 - 10 people (age 12+) are 

needed to help serve the meal.  
We meet at church at 4:15 p.m. 
�D�Q�G���F�D�U�S�R�R�O���W�R���6�W�����9�L�Q�F�H�Q�W�·�V���D�Q�G��
�D�U�H���I�L�Q�L�V�K�H�G���E�\�������������S���P�������7�K�H�U�H�·�V��
always an experienced person 
there to show you what to do.  
�,�W�·�V���H�D�V�\���D�Q�G���Y�H�U�\���U�H�Z�D�U�G�L�Q�J���I�R�U��
individuals and families. 

 
DOLLARS:  Funds are needed to 

offset the cost of the hot entrée 
and non-donated items.  Please 
�P�D�U�N���\�R�X�U���G�R�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���´�6�W�����9�L�Q��
�F�H�Q�W�·�V�µ���D�Q�G���S�O�D�F�H���L�Q���W�K�H���R�I�I�H�U�L�Q�J��
plate. 

 

Please support this very  
important ministry.  


