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Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
 One of the responsibilities that 
bring me the most joy as a pastor is the 
privilege of administering the sacrament of 
Holy Baptism. Iôm choosing my words 
carefully here. Administering a baptism is 
not the same thing as baptizing. We Lu-
therans are careful to emphasize that Holy 
Baptism is Godôs work. The pastor may be 
the one to speak the words, splash the 
water and anoint the forehead with oil, but 
God is the one who is at work in this sac-
rament, just as in Holy Communion. How 
could it be any other way?   
 
 Lutherôs Small Catechism reminds 
us that baptism ñbrings about forgiveness 
of sins, redeems from death and the devil, 
and gives salvation to all who believe it.ò 
Such gifts are Godôs alone to give. It will 
be my privilege to administer the sacra-
ment of Holy Baptism several times during 
the 50 days of Easter. Easter is an espe-
cially appropriate season for baptisms. As 
St. Paul reminds us,  
 

All of us who have been baptized 
into Christ Jesus were baptized into 
his death. Therefore we have been 
buried with him by baptism into 
death, so that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory of 
the Father, so we too might walk in 
newness of life.

 
For if we have been 

united with him in a death like his, 
we will certainly be united with him 
in a resurrection like his.  (Romans 
6:3b-5) 
 

 As we celebrate the mystery of 
faith during this Easter season ñChrist has 
died, Christ is risen, Christ will come 
again,ò we will use for the first time our 
new Paschal Candle. The word paschal is 
a Greek word which is taken from a He-
brew word referring to the Passover. The 
Paschal Candle represents the presence 
of the risen Christ and is lit during the 50 
days of Easter and also at baptisms and 
funerals as a sign of dying and rising with 
Christ. During the Easter season the Pas-
chal candle is placed near the Gospel side 
of the altar. At other times its place is near 
the baptismal font. 
 
 I pray that the presence of the Pas-
chal Candle will be a reminder to us all 
that our baptism is not just a past event, 
but rather a central and ongoing reality in 
our daily life. Just as we rejoice that 
ñChrist is risen,ò so too let us remember 
that ñWe are baptized.ò This is most cer-
tainly true! 
 
In Christ, 

The Bethany  Messenger  
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   Statistically 

         Speaking... 

Attendance...  

           2012              2013 

Lǎ ¸ƻǳǊ tƭŜŘƎŜ ¦Ǉ ǘƻ 5ŀǘŜ 

 

Pancake Breakfast/

Pajama Sunday has 

been rescheduled for 

Sunday, April 28th. 

  All students, teachers, and parents are 

invited to attend at 9:15 to enjoy breakfast and 

a special presentation by Judy Smith from 

Camp Calumet! 

 

 

Mike Balinskas sings in and would 
like you to know about . . . . . 
 
 The Greater Middletown Chorale will per-
form the world premiere of Letter From Italy at 
4:00 p.m. on Sunday, April 28, 2103 at the 
Middletown High School Center for the Per-
forming Arts, 200 LaRosa Lane, Middletown, 
Connecticut.   

(Continued on page 6) 

Pledge activity thru March 31, 2013 ð 
 

Pledges needed over first 13 Sundays to 
reach our Budget:  $43,500 

 

Received over the first  13 Sundays: 
Pledges :  $45,426 

 

Surplus:  ($1,926) 

 8 am /10/30 am 8 am / 10:30 am 

March 3 32 / 81 39 / 66 

March10 24 / 65 30  77 

March 17 28 / 84 37 / 55 

March 24 35 / 81 
38 / 97 

Palm Sunday 

March 31 ðð 
64 / 144 

Easter Sunday 

SCS BULLETIN BOARD & MESSENGER 
ARTICLE FOR  April: 
6th Grade Class 

 
 Our Sunday School is 
looking for a few volunteers! We 
are in need of a few teachers to 
team teach, a few assistants, 
and substitutes. It is very easy 
and only takes one hour per 

week. If interested, please contact Nancy 
Balinskas at 860-828-3826 or Krisie Fried-
mann at 860-225-3187. 

Trinity Church, Portland will be holding a 

Quilt Show on Friday, October 4th and Sat-
urday, October 5th to celebrate their 225th 
Anniversary.  They would like to invite Bethany 
members to share in their celebration.   
 
 If you would like to display your quilt, 
please contact Robin in the office (860-635-
4618) to get a form.  Registration deadline is 
August 10th.  All items must be delivered to 
Trinity Church by October 3rd before 6:00 p.m. 
and are to be picked up on October 5th be-
tween 4:00 p.m.ð7:00 p.m.  Call Marjorie Bar-
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Assisting  

Minister:     
8:00 a.m. 

Deb Gustafson & 

  Ellen Arendt 

 10:30 am Clark McAdams 

Altar Guild:     Terri Clark 

Ushers: 
Glen Johnson, Jim Sullivan 

      

Acolytes:     

8:00 a.m.ñ  Kaelene Gustafson 

10:30 a.m.ñ  Katie Machinchick & 

                              Mariah Duteau      

Coffee 

Hour:  
7  

8:00 a.m. 

10:30 a.m.  
14 

Women of the ELCA 

6th Grade SCS Class 

 21 
Norma Zashut &  

   Karol Brzozowski 

 28  

Altar  

Flowers:  
7  

 14  

 21  

 28 Liz & Scott Friedmann 

Counters: Mike Balinskas & Kevin Delaney 
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Empty Spaces Indicate that Volunteers are NeededðPlease see the sign up sheets  

VOLUNTEERS:   These assignments are arbitrari-
ly made based on past willingness to serve.  If you 

find that you cannot serve on a Sunday when you 

have been scheduled, please try to find a replace-

ment.  Also, it is important that you call Robin in 

the office (860-635-4618) by Thursday,  when  oth-

er arrangements have been made, so the changes 

can be put into the Sunday bulletin.   

The 2013 Coffee & Flower 
Sign -up Sheets  are avail-
abl e on t he r ev o l v i ng k i-
osk in the narthex.  

Please take a 
look at the sign -up sheets 
to see if there is a conven-
ient date for  you to sign -
up for.   

 

Volunteers for May 5th:  
 

Assisting Minister:   
 8:00 a.m. ð Ellen Arendt  
 10:30 a.m. ð Clark McAdams  
   
Acolyte:   8:00 a.m. ð Deb Gustafson  
                 10:30 a.m. ð Liz Friedmann  
  
Altar Guild:   Terri Clark  
 
Ushers:    Pete Alison, Jr., Gus Eifrig, & 
    Scott Friedmann, John Herrewyn  
 
Altar  Flowers:     
 
Coffee Hour:    
 
Counters:   Terri Clark &  
       Corinne Frago  



The Bethany Messenger Page 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thanks to all for participation in Easter 
Celebration 
 
 Many people, at many services, 
gave generously of themselves and their 
time to rehearse, prepare and present 
beautiful and inspiring music this Lent and 
Easter season. Holy week began with a 
Palm Sunday processional, led by Chase 
OôLinn on the trumpet and ended with a 
joyous celebration on Easter with all 
choirs, Bethany, Cherub, Folk Choir, par-
ticipating along with the Bethany Quartet, 
Peter Pantaluk on trumpet, Ellen Arendt 
and Liz Friedmann. How blessed we are to 
have so many talented and dedicated peo-
ple in our church to add so much to our 
worship experience, not only Easter but 
each week as well. 
 
Cromwell Clergy sponsor Good Friday 
Service-Bethany Hosts 
 
 The Cromwell Clergy Association 
sponsored a three hour service on Good 
Friday from 12:00 noon until 3:00PM, com-
memorating the hours during which Jesus 
was crucified. The service centered on 
readings, hymns, a liturgical dance and 
meditations by selected clergy as well as 
participation by one of the first responders 
to the tragedy at Newtown. Pastor Paul, 
Allan Nelson, Liz Friedmann and Ellen Ar-
endt participated in all or part of this ser-
vice. This was a first for the Cromwell 
community; attendance was excellent and 
initial reaction very positive. It is planned to 

repeat this service next year. 
 
Special Guest Appearance 
 
 The congregation seemed espe-
cially pleased and surprised to see a new 
face in the balcony on the drums. Yes, it 
was Pastor Paul! An experienced and 
talented drummer, he joined Peter for a 
rousing rendition of John Stanleyôs Trum-
pet Voluntary. What a great addition to 
our music life. Welcome, Pastor Paul to 
the circle of musicians at Bethany. (He 
promises to play on hymns etc. when the 
drum seems appropriate.) 
 
Bells a Festive First 
 
 The children of Bethany, after 
weeks of silence- with no Alleluias broke 
forth with the ringing of bells whenever 
Alleluias were sung. Along with the trum-
pet and choirs on the Hymns of Praise 
and the opening hymns-a sound of joy let 
forth that must have been heard in heav-
en itself! Thanks to all our young mem-
bers who provided this added treat! Spe-
cial 
 
Music for Easter Sunday Honoring 
Pastor and Elaine Koenig 
 
 The beautiful Easter Hymn dedi-
cated to Pastor and Elaine Koenig, now 
in anthem form, was a joy to sing and the 
beautiful words reflected our own amaze-
ment at the love of God in sending His 
son, as well as our joy in the Resurrec-
tion. 
 
Guests and former choir members join 
in singing the Hallelujah Chorus 
 
 We were pleased to welcome sev-
eral guest singers and a former choir 

(Continued on page 6) 
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April 1  - CHRISTINE  FLECK  

 - RANDY  SHOOP  

APRIL  2 - M ARJORIE  BROWN  

APRIL  3 - HUYEN  NHU  HUYNH  

APRIL  4 - KATHY  M ROCZKA  

APRIL  5 - PENNY  DAMIATA  

 - LORI  LABBADIA  

APRIL  6 - LORI  HUTNICK  

 - AUSTEN  LEHOUX  

APRIL  8 - SAGE  NGUYEN  

 - AVERY SACKS  

APRIL  9 - JACOB  HERREWYN 

 - DREW M AJKOWSKI  

APRIL  10 - ROBERT DURKIN  

APRIL  12 - GAI  THI  PHAM  HUYNH  

APRIL  13 - OLIVIA  GARCIA  

 - CONNOR  TESSMAN  

APRIL  14 - ERICH  RADKE  

APRIL  15 - CAMRYN  BRISSON  

 - SAMANTHA  OLDMAN  

APRIL  16 - JAYDEN  NGUYEN  

APRIL  17 - RAYMOND  FRIEDMANN  

 - JEFFREY M ARQUARD  

 - JOHN  THOMAS  

APRIL  18 ñ STEPHANIE  GARCIA  

 - TANYA  SPADA  

APRIL  20 - BRIAN  OõLINN  

APRIL  21 - CAMERON  HARRISON  

 - KELLEY JOHNSON  

APRIL  22 - JAKE  BRZOZOWSKI  

A p r I l  

APRIL  23 - PAUL  BONK  

 - CORINNE  KELLAHER  

APRIL  24 - LUKE  LOESEL 

 - JOHANNA  TESSMAN  

APRIL  27 - EUGENE  LIBERA  

APRIL  28 - TASHA  ANDRECHECK  

APRIL  29 - LEONARD  PRYGODA  

APRIL  30 - M ARILYN  CARBERRY 

 - DANIEL  KOPYCINSKI  

James & Nancy Sullivan, April 3, 1976 

John & Carolyn Herrewyn, April 7, 1984 

William & Carolynne Thomas, April 7 1989 

Destinee & Chris Fortunato, April 17, 1999 

Thomas & Debbie Turkington, April 20, 1991 

Bruce & Debbie Gustafson, April 21, 1990 

Ken & Sharon Kopycinski, April 21, 2001 

Clark & Diane McAdams, April 22, 1988 

Lynne & Ken Solem, April 25, 1970 

Peter & Stephanie Wogman, April 25 2009 

Kevin & Cindy Delaney, April 27, 1984 

Scott & Liz Friedmann, April 28, 1990 

Robert & Rosalind Smith, April 29, 2006 


